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SUBJECT: "Strategic" Talks nith Israe1 DECISION
METToRANIXTH (U)

tlt As you recall, in your dlscusslon with MOD Sheroa
you nbde it clear that talls on tbe "strategic cooperetiontr
would be delayed if the President vere ilefcated on AtlACS.
At the sane tinc ue agreed in the Joint connunlque on thc
Sharon vislt that joint pluning groups vould comencc worl
on sgyeral issues and that you vould rGct rith Sharon r'In
the near futureil to revlier the work of these groups.

l,r) Shortly beforc thc ATIACS yotc, Frank Carluccl and
I again tolil Bvron that ilefcet of the Dresldent on AI{ACS
rould force us to redesign our lr{ldl Bast pollcy aDd hence
ilelay "stratogic cooperatiotrr' talks uith fstael-. By ltop11-
cation re indicated, if the vote went our way, therc would bc
no obstacle to gotting lnto thcse t81ks.

d) To be consistent rith the Presldentrs nessage to
Begin'after the AWACS vote, od with our carlier counltnents
to-the Israolis, I bellcvc re nor should agree to set uP a
IbD-lrOD working group to develop an sgcada of suitable ltcns
for "strstegic-coopeiatiou" (aad to rouoYt frou the agenda
some of Shatonrs unsuitable suggestions). Thc wor&ing grouP
would prepare fot a nceting betiecn you and Sharon at a tlatc
yet to be deternlaed,
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